physiotherapy and occupational therapy. The 3rd part, 'Rehabilitation and the Community', covers housing, employment, family problems, hobbies and leisure. There is a useful appendix which gives information about job placement, financial benefits for disabled people, details of the numerous voluntary organizations in the field of rheumatology, residential homes, disability aids, splinting materials and tables ofdrugs.
The thrust ofthe book is the exploration ofthe team approach, and the author stresses that the rheumatologist, the orthopaedic surgeon, the rheumatology nurse, the physiotherapist, the occupational therapist and the social worker should all be involved. The author believes that the captain of this team should be the rheumatologist and the vice-captain the patient, and he is 'totally against the philosophy that says placing people in the community absolves the hospital service from responsibility for patients. Hospitals are part of the community . . .'
Few would disagree with this viewpoint, but it is remarkable that no mention is made in the whole of the book of the part to be played by the general practitioner. Not that the family GP's role is always easy to define: once he has made a referral to a hospital specialist he is, no doubt, willing for all the hospital-based services to be brought into action, but he remains the pivotal figure in his patient's management. GPs are busy people and often cannot find time to attend case conferences; but it is not unknown for them to be uninvited and inadequately consulted. A discussion of this problem would have been useful and its absence suggests a strangely unbalanced view of clinical medicine as it is practised in this country.
The book is well produced, well illustrated and readable and I recommend it to those concerned with rheumatological rehabilitation. J T ScoTT
Consultant Physician
Charing Cross Hospital, London Criminal Law and Psychiatry D J Power & D H D Selwood pp 265 £50 ISBN 1-87008-025-4 London: Kluwer Law Publishers 1987 This is an unusual book in that it is jointly written by a psychiatrist and a solicitor. One of its aims is to bridge the lack of understanding that often exists in our courts between legal and medical men. Happily, there are signs that this gap is narrowing and this book should help that process.
Young psychiatrists often find court proceedings puzzling and there is a particularly good chapter explaining this topic, including practical advice on how to examine a forensic patient and how to prepare a report for a court. The chapter on 'Basic Legal Concepts' is well covered and will be of value to young psychiatrists.
Other introductory chapters deal with social factors in crime and with memory and crime. The latter is very practical and will be valuable even to experienced psychiatrists.
The main body of the book deals with various categories of mental illness in relationship to crime, and covers the subjects comprehensively. There is a particularly good chapter about the increasing modern plague of drug taking. The account of sexual disorder and crime is clear. Psychopathy, a difficult area of psychiatrists, is covered sensibly.
The book ends with chapters on military psychiatry and on the main provisions of the Mental Health Act of 1983. Both authors have extensive military experience and write with authority on subjects that are little known to civilian practitioners.
The book is very practical as one would expect from authors with such extensive experience and it has illustrative case histories. Although expensive, it is highly recommended to both doctors and lawyers.
J M HUGHES
Consultant Psychiatrist St Cadoc's Hospital, Gwent
